
Wade Street Church 24.11.19 11.00am (Baptism) 

“LIVE A NEW LIFE” 
Romans 6:1-10 

 
We’ve heard a little bit from each of these young 

people this morning about why they’re being 

baptised, about the new start they’re hoping to make.  

But why are they actually doing this to signify that 

change?  Why are they expressing their faith in this 

particular way?  Because if you stop and think about 

it rationally, this does seem to be a bit of a weird 

thing to do – being immersed in a pool of water in 

front of a large church congregation.  There must be 

easier, less inconvenient ways of declaring what you 

believe. 

 

Well, the symbolism of all this is very eloquent, it 

does make a pretty big point about what it is we 

believe as Christians.  We talked a little bit about that 

earlier on.  And, for me, the most powerful aspect of 

it is that idea of dying and coming back to a new life.  

It’s what St Paul is talking about in the words we 

have just heard from the letter he wrote to the 

Christians in Rome. 

 

Jesus died, executed on the cross by the Romans.  In 

some amazing way that we can never fully grasp, that 

death – and the manner of it – gave us all the 

opportunity of renewing our relationship with the God 

who made us and who loves us.  Then Jesus was 

buried and, a couple of days later, he was brought 

back to life, to a new life, a life that will go on for 

eternity.  Baptism speaks of the way in which we 

identify with that in our own situations.  It speaks of a 

clean break with the past and a desire to move 

forward into a new future.  As I say, you’ve heard a 

bit about how that has already affected the lives of 

these young people this morning.  By being baptised, 

they are expressing a commitment to living a new 

life, as Paul writes in v4. 

 



What has gone before is, in effect, buried and 

finished with.  The “old life”, as the Bible puts it, is 

over and done with.  The old life is a life pretty well 

without God – or, at least, any acknowledgement of 

him.  It’s a life that for many is full of frustration and 

dissatisfaction, a life without any real hope for the 

future- certainly not the eternal future.  It’s a life in 

which we find ourselves doing stuff that we regret, 

stuff that leaves us feeling unfulfilled, stuff that spoils 

our relationships with others and ignores our 

relationship with God. 

 

At the root of all that is what the Bible calls “sin”.  

God created a perfect world in which human beings 

lived in harmony with each other, with creation and 

with God, but somehow evil leaked in and that upset 

the balance God had built into his world in a way that 

has affected all humanity ever since.  God’s love for 

us and his desire to restore that was so great that he 

sent Jesus into this world to do something about it – 

to teach about how we should live, to model in his 

own life how we should behave and relate to each 

other, eventually to die in that cosmic battle with evil 

that gave back to us the choice of following him into 

a glorious eternal future or sticking with the mess and 

muck we’re putting up with now. 

 

But then, as Jesus came back to life, he blazed a trail 

for all of us to follow, if we want to, into a new life, a 

life that is transformed – just like, as Paul puts it in 

another of his letters, being “a new creation”.  It is 

just like dying, being buried and getting the chance to 

start all over again with a new life – going under the 

water in a form of burial, then rising up to a new and 

better life. 

 

And that new life is eternal – it goes on for ever, in 

the blazing glory of God’s presence once this life is 

over.  Some people dismiss that as pie-in-the-sky-

when-you-die, as a kind of sad, illusory kind of wish 



for something better beyond this.  But the great thing 

is that that eternal life actually starts now – once you 

make that decision to follow Jesus, to put behind you 

the mistakes, the regrets, the problems of the past 

and move on into all that Jesus offers.  You are able 

to start enjoying God’s promises – all that he offers 

us that we read about in the Bible.  It doesn’t mean 

the problems suddenly disappear, but it does mean 

that there’s help to deal with them and an awareness 

that there is more to life than the grotty bits. 

 

That’s because you also get to experience God’s 

presence.  He promises his Holy Spirit, something of 

himself actually at work within you, helping you to 

cope with the grief that comes your way, with the 

sense of inadequacy that can sometimes dog your 

decisions and behaviour, and giving you that inner 

strength that we all need just to make it through life. 

 

That presence means protection, help not only from 

the consequences of sin and evil, but from the ideas 

and attitudes that can spoil your relationships and 

make you feel vulnerable and exposed.  God loves 

you.  You matter to him, so he is not going to leave 

you to face life alone.  You can call out to him in 

prayer, you can ask for the constant help of his Spirit, 

you can face the difficulties of life with a sense of 

purpose and peace. 

 

And that same Spirit working within you can give you 

God’s power as you grapple with life.  God will help 

you to see just what he created you for, enable you 

to fulfil your potential in this world, empower you to 

use the gifts and abilities that he has given you to 

serve others and to live this new life with a sense of 

fulfilment and satisfaction. 

 

That’s what we mean when we say that this eternal 

life starts now – we start to experience all the good 



things God wants for us, we “live a new life”, in Paul’s 

words.  That’s the new life that these young people 

are taking on this morning, and the opportunity is 

there for everyone to do that.  God invites us all to 

put the past behind us and walk forward with Jesus 

into a future of hope and security.  The invitation is 

there, but we each have to choose, to make a 

decision to accept it.  You might want to reject the 

invitation – that’s your choice, but please consider the 

consequences if you do.  You might want to find out a 

bit more about it before you decide – if so, ask one of 

these young people or join one of our Alpha courses 

which give you a bit more time to think about it all.  

Or you might want to accept it here and now.  If you 

do, have a word with me or James or one of the 

leaders here before you go today. 

 

This offer of a new life is held out to you because God 

loves you, because you matter to him – you matter to 

him enough for Jesus to have died for you.  Never, 

ever forget that.  It would be great if everyone who 

leaves here this morning could do so knowing that 

they are able to “live a new life” and wanting to make 

the most of it, experiencing the promises, presence, 

protection and power of God in their own life. 


